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Captain Carlos A. Estrada, Jr., was killed in 
action in South Vietnam on March 19, 
1970, when the helicopter he was piloting 

was shot down on a mission near Bon-Me Thuot.

Captain Estrada was graduated from St. Joseph 
Academy in Brownsville, Texas, and then attended 
Millard School, then located at Langlois, Oregon, 
on a Falcon Scholarship to prepare for admission 
to the United States Air Force Academy.

He entered the Air Force Academy in 1962, and 
during his cadet years, he was president of the 
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Catholic Choir, president of the Engineering So-
ciety, and editor-in-chief of the Talon. In 1966 
he graduated from the Academy, and in 1967 he 
graduated from the pilot training school at Laredo 
Air Force Base. In June 1969 he was promoted to 
captain.

He was awarded the Purple Heart and the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.

He is buried in the cadet section of the cemetery at 
the Air Force Academy.



The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit 
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to 
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young 
people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in 
the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon 
Foundation works closely with USAFA.


