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Senator Goldwater has not only distinguished 
himself as a true statesman in national po-
litical circles through many years of service 

in the U.S. Senate but also as a pilot and a Major 
General in the Air Force Reserve. He is highly re-
spected for his flying service in World War II with 
the Air Transport Command and, since then, for 
the wide number of different types of high-perfor-
mance aircraft he has flown. General Goldwater, 
now retired from the Air Force Reserve, has accu-
mulated thousands of pilot hours.

He was born in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1909 and ed-
ucated at Stanton Military Academy, Virginia, and 
the University of Arizona.

He was first elected to the U.S. Senate in 1952 and 
is presently (1981) active. In 1964, he was the Re-
publican presidential nominee, being defeated 
by Lyndon B. Johnson. He was re-elected to the 
Senate in 1968 and assigned to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and the Senate Aeronautical 
and Space Sciences Committee. In 1974 he was 
assigned to the Select Committee on Intelligence. 
In 1977 the Aeronautical and Space Science Com-
mittee was abolished under a Senate reorgani-
zation and the Senator became a member of the 
Commerce Science and Transportation Committee.

In 1977 Senator Goldwater was appointed to the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institute.

Being a pilot with broad experience in both war 
and peace, the Senator is very knowledgeable of 
national defense matters. Accordingly, his service 
on the Senate Armed Services Committee has 
been outstanding and effective over many years.
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The Senator has had many important assignments 
in the Air Force in both war and peace. He was 
Group Commander of the 90th Air Base Squad-
ron; Chief of Staff, Fourth Air Force, and others. 
He participated in the first flight of P-47’s across 
the North Atlantic in 1943. He served as Chief 
Pilot, Air Transport Command in the Azores, 
Casablanca, and Karachi, India. He was the first 
non-rated test pilot to fly the U-2, SR-71 and B-1. 
He retired from the Air Force in 1967 after 37 
years of both active and inactive reserve duty. He 
was a Member of the Board of Visitors, U.S. Air 
Force Academy (1979).

His service decorations include: 
China Defense with Battle Star Asiatic 
	 Pacific Theater
American Theater
American Defense Medal European Theater
Army Commendation Medal 
Reserve Officers Medal
Air Medal
China Hump Pilots Award

Among his many awards are:
Aviation Space Writers Distinguished Service 
	 Award (1974)
Veterans of Foreign Wars Congressional 
	 Award (1976)
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University - 
	 Doctor of Aeroscience Award
Bernt Balchen Award, Air Force Association 
Godfrey Cabot Award of New England 
Thomas D. White Award (1978)
Hap Arnold Award (1976) 
Wright Brothers Award (1973) 
American Hall of Aviation History



Senator Goldwater is the author of
 many books, including:
The Conscience of A Conservative 
Why Not Victory?
Where I Stand
The Face of Arizona 
People and Places
Down the Green and Colorado Rivers 
The Conscience of a Majority 
Delightful Journey
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Arizona Portraits
Speeches of Henry Fountain Ashurst 
The Coming Breakpoint
With No Apologies

Mr. Goldwater married Margaret Johnson of 
Muncie, Indiana in 1934. They have four children: 
Joanne, Margaret, Barry, Jr., and Michael. They 
have ten grandchildren.



The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit 
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to 
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young 
people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in 
the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon 
Foundation works closely with USAFA.


