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Lieutenant Charles Eric Jenkins is missing 
following take-off on a night flight from 
Palomar Airport, California, on 29 August 

1984. The plane he was piloting disappeared with-
out trace.

Eric graduated  from  the American School
in Monterrey, Mexico, before attending Millard 
School in Oregon. He was admitted to the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy in 1962, graduating in 
1966. His choice of the Naval Air Arm was  fol-
lowed  with  assignments  to  Pensacola N.A.S. for 

Lieutenant Charles E. Jenkins

basic training and to Meridian, Miss. N.A.S. for jet 
pilot certification. He was asked to remain there as 
a Flight Instructor. He was next assigned to Mira-
mar N.A.S., where he qualified as an F-8 Fighter 
Pilot and served a tour as Flight Operations Offi-
cer before being assigned to the USS Hancock for 
combat duty during the Vietnam War, 1970-1973.

Eric returned to civilian status in 1973, serving as 
a pilot with Western Airlines until his tragic disap-
pearance in 1984.



The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit 
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to 
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young 
people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in 
the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon 
Foundation works closely with USAFA.


