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Lt. Col. Gerald R. Linn served his country 
brilliantly and faithfully from the time of his 
graduation from the United States Air Force 

Academy in 1965 until his accidental death in No-
vember 1982.

After completing pilot training in 1966 he served 
as a pilot at various bases in this country, as well as 
in Thailand and Germany. Moving up the ladder, 
he was assigned in 1971-72 as a weapons officer 
for his tactical fighter squadron at Zweibrucken 
Air Base in Germany, and later in England. From 
1974 to 1977 he was an exchange pilot with the 
RAF in the United Kingdom.

In 1977 he returned to the United States as tacti-
cal officer for the Tactical Fighter Weapons Center 
at Nellis Air Force Base, and from 1978 to 1981 
as Commander of the Tactical Fighter Weapons 
Center at George Air Force Base.

In 1981 he returned to Germany and was based at 
Spangdahlem Air Base, where he was Command-
er of the F-4G 81st Tactical Fighter Squadron.

On 8 November 1982 Colonel Linn and his elec-
tronic warfare officer, Captain Dan Raichlen, were 
flying a low level training mission. Witnesses saw 
the plane begin to disintegrate before plunging to 
the ground within a hundred yards of a house in 

Lieutenant Colonel Gerard R. Linn

the village of Neuhaus. To divert the plane from 
the village and the house, which contained school 
children, the men stayed with the plane.

In grateful appreciation of their sacrifice to save 
the lives of others, the people of Neuhaus honored 
them by erecting a memorial on the site.

The decorations awarded Colonel Linn bespeak 
his dedication and performance:

DFC with one Oak Leaf Cluster     
	 Bronze Star Medal
Meritorious Service Medal with one Oak 
             Leaf Cluster
Air Medal with eleven Oak Leaf Clusters  
Air Force Commendation Medal
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with 	
	 one Oak Leaf Cluster
Combat Readiness Medal 
National Defense Service Medal 
Vietnam Service Medal with five Oak 	
	 Leaf Clusters
Air Force Longevity Service Ribbon with 	
	 four Oak Leaf Clusters
Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross
	 with “V’ Device
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal



The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit 
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to 
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young 
people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in 
the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon 
Foundation works closely with USAFA.


