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General John D. Ryan

eneral Ryan was born in Cherokee, lowa
Gin 1915. In 1938, he graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point and
received his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in
the U.S. Army. He went to pilot training and re-

ceived his pilot wings in 1939. He instructed in the
Air Training Command until 1943.

During World War II he commanded the 2nd
Bombardment Group (B-17s) in Italy during
1944-45. After World War II, he was assigned to
the Strategic Air Command (SAC) and served in
SAC from 1946 to 1963. During his tenure in SAC
he held command positions at Wing, Air Division
and numbered Air Force level. From 1956 to 1960
he served as Director of Material at Headquarters
SAC.

In 1963, he was assigned as the Inspector General
of the USAF stationed in Washington, D.C. In July
1964 he returned to SAC as Vice Commander in
Chief and in December 1964 he was appointed
Commander in Chief of the Strategic Air Com-
mand and promoted to the four-star rank of
General.

In January 1967 he was assigned as Commander
in Chief, Pacific Air Forces, and in July 1968 re-
turned to the Pentagon as Vice Chief of Staff of
the U.S. Air Force.

He served as Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force
from 1969 to 1973. He retired on August 1, 1973.

General Ryan married Jo Guidera in 1939. They
had three children - Jack, Jr., Mike and Patty Jo.
Both boys graduated from the US. Air Force
Academy with the Class of 1965.

General Ryans decorations include 5 Air Force
Distinguished Service Medals, 1 Army Distin-
guished Service Medal, 2 Silver Stars, 2 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses, a Purple Heart, and nu-
merous decorations from foreign countries.

General Ryan passed away on 27 October, 1983.
Mrs. Ryan makes her retirement home in San An-
tonio, Texas.
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The Falcon Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit
foundation. Its purpose is to provide scholarships to
College or Preparatory Schools for motivated young

people seeking admission to USAFA and a career in

the Air Force.

Although it is a separate organization, the Falcon
Foundation works closely with USAFA.




